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June 2020 

 

Dear Hanover Park Regional High School District Community: 

 

We have moved our way into June and are close to the school year ending.  I understand that the last 

few months have been difficult for all, and I would like to extend my sincerest appreciation for all that 

you have done.  Thank you for your continued support and flexibility as we navigate as a district 

through these challenging times.  I would like to provide you with an update related to a variety of end 

of year topics: 

 

2019-20 School Year Closing Process 

The district has worked with the Offices of Emergency Management, Police Departments and 

Departments of Health to provide a safe method for students to retrieve items from the high schools 

for those students to have left items in the buildings.  Registrations have been distributed to those 

students who require items to be picked up in the buildings.   

 

You received correspondence earlier this month from your building principals regarding items which 

need to be dropped off on the days of June 19 and June 22.  Please be sure to collect all school related 

items including books, supplies, instruments, athletic equipment and report to the school parking lots 

during your appropriate time slot according to grade.   

 

Summer Activities 

Governor Murphy announced earlier this month that certain summer activities and programs would be 

permitted.  As we are still awaiting guidelines related to specific reopening protocols, the Hanover 

Park Regional High School District Facilities will continue to remain closed through July 31.  Only 

essential personnel will be permitted to be on campus through this date.  As guidelines are released, 

the district will make future determinations for the month of August.   

 

Reopening of School 

On the minds of many of us is the reopening of school in September.  At the local, county and state 

level, there have been multiple conversations on this topic while many items need to be considered.  

At this time, there are no concrete plans defining how school districts will be directed to proceed for 

September 2020.  Ideally, the district’s goal will be able to return to schools in a fairly normal fashion; 

however, we must recognize that at some point next year - either in September or later on, we may be 

required to conduct school in a virtual fashion once again.  The district has begun to look at this 

prospect and is currently reviewing and revising our distance learning instructional plan for potential 

use in the 2020-21 school year.  For many reasons, there was a range of circumstances which 

prioritized flexibility in the current instructional model.  While we are still building our plan for next 

year, I can tell you of two changes that we are preparing for: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1. The initiation of a one-to-one Chromebook initiative at both high schools which will enable 

devices to be assigned to individual students.  There will be no shared technology.  It should be 

noted that this one-to-one initiative will be enacted once students return to school.  The one-to-

one initiative will not be enacted if we begin September in a remote learning environment. 

 

2. If the district remains in a remote learning environment, we will have more structure in place in 

the form of defined schedules at each school.  The importance of structure will increase 

students' connectivity to the content, provide more opportunities for social interaction among 

groups of students, and more live interaction between students and teachers.   

 

There is a possibility that schools may not reopen as normal but not be in a strict virtual mode.  This 

scenario would cause schools to reopen, but with restrictions in effect.  These restrictions may be 

based upon guidance from federal or state officials.  If schools in New Jersey are required to 

incorporate various recommendations at this time, the following may be possible: 

 

 Schools may not have all students present in school at the same time.  We may have a hybrid 

model in place where some students work virtually on some days while others report to schools 

on other days. 

 We may not be able to bring students together for large gatherings, including lunch, 

assemblies, concerts, etc. 

 Interscholastic athletics and other extracurricular activities may be suspended or dramatically 

altered. 

 Staff and students may be scanned for their temperature on a daily basis. 

 Staff and students may be required to wear masks.   

 Visitors, including parents, may not be permitted in school buildings without a previous 

appointment. 

 Volunteers and guest speakers may not be permitted.   

 School buses may run at a reduced capacity. 

 

Many of the above-mentioned items could become a reality and will likely be determined at the state 

level.   

 

I will continue to convey updates to you throughout the summer about our reopening as soon as I have 

them.  For now, we are planning for every scenario.  Please understand just as we have all experienced 

changes in our everyday lives, schools may be changing as well.  There may be an adjustment period 

for all if schools do look different than before.  We will continue to keep the social-emotional and 

academic needs of our students at the forefront of our decision making moving forward. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support and cooperation.  I wish you continued health as you 

enter the summer season. 

 

Sincerely, 

   
Maria Carrell   

Superintendent of Schools   

 
 


